
How to Apply
A Message from
Secretary of State
Jesse White
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As Secretary of State, I am proud to offer
you the opportunity to express yourself
through vanity or personalized license
plates. These plates allow you to be creative,
say something special and help support an
important cause.

Since the program’s inception in 1980, more
than $28 million has been generated from
the sale of vanity and personalized plates. In
1996 the program was expanded to include
the Environmental plate, and in 1999
the Prevent Violence plate was added. The
Organ Donor Plate, in honor of the late
Chicago Bears great Walter Payton, became
available in 2001.

Sales from these plates help support high-
way maintenance as well as preserve our
state parks, raise money for violence pre-
vention and promote organ donor aware-
ness.

I encourage you to join the thousands of
Illinois drivers who have expressed their
individuality by purchasing vanity and
personalized plates.

JESSE WHITE
Secretary of State

You may request vanity or personalized
plates through the mail at any time.
Issuance is based upon availability.
During the replating cycle, certain other
rules may apply to the issuance of these
plates.

If your requested vanity or personalized
plate is available, you will be sent an
application that must be completed and
returned along with the appropriate fee
within 45 days. You will receive your new
plates in a minimum of six weeks.

Do not send money with this form unless
you are applying for a title and first-time
registration.

In accordance with state law, Organ
Donor,  Environmental  and Prevent
Violence plates require special fees in
addition to the vanity or personalized
fee. Availability of plate combination
cannot be given over the phone.

Mandatory Insurance
All motor vehicles registered and operated
in Illinois must be covered by liability
insurance, which covers property damage
and/or injuries you may cause others in
an accident.

JESSE WHITE
S E C R E T A R Y  O F  S T A T E

Vanity &Personalized
LICENSE PLATES



Definition: License plates with both letters
and numbers

●  AVAILABILITY
Passenger Letters and Numbers -

3 letters plus 1000
   thru 9999
4 letters plus 1 thru 999
5 letters plus 1 thru 99
6 letters plus 1 thru 9

* B-Truck, Numbers and Letters -
* Rec. Vehicle, 1 thru 999 plus 3 letters
* Rec. Trailer, 1 thru 99 plus 4 letters
* Antique Veh., 1 thru 9 plus 5 letters

Motorcycle, Letters and Numbers -
Prevent Violence 3 letters plus 1 thru 999

4 letters plus 1 thru 99
5 letters plus 1 thru 9

Persons with Letters and Numbers -
Disabilities 2 letters plus 1 thru 9999

3 letters plus 1 thru 999
4 letters plus 1 thru 99
5 letters plus 1 thru 9

Environmental, Letters and Numbers -
Organ Donor 2 letters plus 1 thru 999

3 letters plus 1 thru 99
4 letters plus 1 thru 9

*Antique Numbers and Letters -
Motorcycle 1 thru 99 plus 3 letters

1 thru 9 plus 4 letters

●  FEES
These fees apply only if the vehicle is currently
registered with Illinois license plates.

• $14 - Passenger, B-Truck (up to 8,000 lbs.),
Recreational Vehicle, Person with
Disabilities, Environmental, Prevent
Violence, Antique Vehicle and Organ
Donor.

• $11 - Motorcycle, Recreational Trailer and
Antique Motorcycle.

* Numbers are required to precede letters on
personalized B-Truck, RV, RT, Antique
Vehicle and Antique Motorcycle plates.

Personalized PlatesVanity Plates
Definition: Plates with up to 3 numbers only

or 3 to 7 letters only

●  AVAILABILITY

• Passenger
• B-Truck Numbers -
• Rec. Vehicle    1 thru 999
• Rec. Trailer Letters -
• Antique Vehicle    3, 4, 5, 6 or 7

• Persons with Numbers -
Disabilities    1 thru 999

• Motorcycle Letters -
• Environmental    3, 4, 5, or 6
• Prevent

Violence Numbers - 1 thru 999
• Antique Letters -    3, 4 or 5

Motorcycle
• Organ Donor

●  FEES
• $94 - Passenger, B-Truck (up to 8,000 lbs.),

Recreational Vehicle, Antique Vehicle,
Person with Disabilities, Environ-
mental, Prevent Violence and Organ
Donor

• $50 - Motorcycle, Recreational Trailer and
Antique Motorcycle

• A $13 surcharge is assessed to the
renewal fee.

For a newly acquired vehicle, the initial vanity
fee and the $78 registration fee are required,
plus $65 if title related.

EXAMPLE OF FIRST-TIME PURCHASE:
Passenger plates with the words “I BUY USA”
cost $94 for the initial vanity plate fee, $78
for the regular registration fee and $65 for
the title fee: total — $237. The next year's
renewal fee will be $78 plus the $13
surcharge: total — $91.

Environmental plates cost $94 for the initial
vanity plate fee, $78 for the regular
registration fee, $40 for the initial issuance
fee and $65 for the title fee for a total of $277.
The renewal fee is $78, plus $27 for the
Environmental fee, plus the $13 vanity fee for
a  total of $118.
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• No refund or adjustment will be made
for a change of choice or spacing after a
plate has been ordered, or if the request
form is incorrectly completed.

• The Secretary of State's office is
authorized to recall a plate that is
determined to be obscene or offensive.

• All request forms should indicate
whether you want the Secretary of State
to assign one of your choices with the
next available number if your exact
request is unavailable.

• If you wish to submit more than three
requests, attach additional selections to
the request form.

DO NOT

• Intermix letters and numbers (Example:
A2B3C4)

• Space between numbers
• Use lower-case letters
• Use characters, symbols, foreign words

or symbols of punctuation, such as
dashes or periods.

• Select obscene or offensive combina-
tions

●  FIRST-TIME REGISTRATIONS
First-time registrations must send money
with this request form.

If your request is not available, a random-
number plate will be issued. Additional
fees will be required if you wish to surrender
your random plates for an available vanity
or personalized plate at a later time.

The dealership where you purchase your
vehicle can apply for vanity or personalized
license plates on your behalf for a first-
time registration.

●  LEASED VEHICLES
A leased vehicle is eligible for vanity or
personalized plates.

Important Facts
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